
INFORMATION REPORT 
DATE:  June 14th, 2021  
SUBJECT:  Mayor’s Monthly Report 
FROM: Mayor Zeleznik 

May 13th NACFOR Manufacturing committee 
meeting – Researching funding for development 
of village industrial lands. - Reached out to ILA 
who will work with us as a top priority. Please 
read the link below on Micro sawmills that 
operate across BC but are rarely owned by 
community forests where a long-term log supply 
is already available at their doorstep. This log 
supply presents a unique opportunity for 
community forests to create more local jobs, 
increase value from harvested trees, and 
enhance rural economic diversification. This 
report reviews two case studies from community 
forests that currently conduct milling operations, 
as well as knowledge and expertise from a variety 
of mill and community forest managers and 
forestry specialists. Our case studies demonstrate 
a steady increase in mill sales due to the 
production of quality products, excellent customer 
service, and reliable local support. With this report 
and further tools and guidance, the BCCFA hopes 

that more community forests will be inspired to consider enterprises of their own, creating: • Increased 
value from trees harvested • Enhanced rural economic diversification • More local jobs This report 
contains information from case studies of two community forests and their experiences with milling 
operations: Please read the link -    BCCFA-micro-mill-report-2021.pdf 

Harrop-Procter Community Forest (HPCF) and Lower North Thompson Community Forest (LNTCF). 
Details of the two case studies are provided in Appendix A & B. While these case studies provide 
valuable examples of the potential of establishing a micro sawmill operation. This opportunity opens the 
door to hire a local lumber grader for this operation along with helping grade other mills lumber in the 
area to use for structural buildings, which would remove the liability of the building inspector. Locals 
would be able to purchase our very own local graded lumber for construction and other building 
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products, win, win for the community. Lumber Grading contacts - Council of Forest Industries (COFI): 
Dan Drazdoff, Manager, Quality Control; 778-760-1160; drazdoff@cofi.org 
Interior Lumber Manufacturers’ Association (ILMA): info@ilma.com  
Canadian Mill Services Association (CMSA): Stuart Sing; 604-523-1288; sing@canserve.org; 
www.canserve.org  
 
May 14th Interior Logging Association convention c/w virtual meeting with the MLA Katrine 
Conroy, Minister of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development.  Question 
asked but did not receive a reply yet? 

To our Honourable Katrine Conroy: 

NDP mandate or goal is to create more value-added opportunities for our natural forest resources 
sector. 
Nakusp is in the process of developing its industrial land for more opportunities with value-added 
forestry jobs with our very own community forests. 
Statistics show that 3.3 jobs per 1,000 cubic meters (20 logging truck loads) are created by value added 
jobs. The industry average in B.C. is about .7 of a job per 1,000 cubic meters, one of the lowest averages 
in the world from a province that has some of the best quality softwood globally. 
The provincial NDP economic recovery plan includes over $49 million to support job creation 
opportunities and rural economic development, including in the forestry sector. 
Asking if there is an opportunity for the forestry minister to visit Nakusp soon to help us achieve this 
goal in creating more jobs in a much-needed value added forestry industry. 
 
Recent Update - Modernizing B.C.'s forest sector -The Province of British Columbia is taking action 
to modernize the forest sector to meet with today’s current challenges and the opportunities in front of 
us. Modernization starts with setting intentions to change forest policy. Our work is based on what we 
have heard from you. We started by listening to understand the issues and dynamics, as we recognize 
we are not starting from scratch. B.C.’s forest sector has a long and complex history and our intentions 
to modernize policies that guide the sector and forest management will be approached with 
thoughtfulness and consideration to both our past but moreover our future. 

Intentions Paper 
Plans to modernize forest policy as outlined in the Intentions Paper stem from what we heard 
from Indigenous peoples, local governments, industry, stakeholders and the public in forestryfocused 
engagement initiatives over the past three years including the Forest and Range 
Practices Act Improvement Initiative, the Old Growth Strategic Review, Coast Forest Sector 
Revitalization, and Interior Forest Sector Renewal. Three principles emerged from these 
engagements to guide our work including a focus on strengthening sector diversity, enhancing 
sustainability and stewardship, and ensuring ongoing support of the forest sector, what we 
have called strengthening the social contract. 
There are 20 policy intentions laid out in this paper with several directly connected to what 
we heard from community leaders. This includes ensuring the voices of your communities are 
considered in decisions, like tenure disposition, where our government brought in Bill 22 in 
2019 on this topic and seek to make further improvements. Other topics include the need to 
prioritize greater access to community tenures if local jobs, particularly in manufacturing, can 
be demonstrated. I also want to highlight our intention to provide statutory decision makers 
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with discretion in permit approvals if the forest management proposed as part of a permit 
could put forest values at risk of damage, and to have community perspectives considered in 
tenure replacement decisions. There is much to be excited about it in these intentions and I 
hope you will take the time to review them. 

Over the next several weeks, ministry staff will connect with us on a series of virtual town 
halls we would like to have you join. I have asked my Parliamentary Secretary Roly Russell 
to host these town halls as part of his role to hear from you on modernizing forest policy and 
how it affects your communities. 
After several initiatives to better understand where we should start our modernization effort, I 
am pleased we are advancing this work. The experiences and insights your government can 
bring to the table on behalf of your community are most welcomed. I hope you can participate. 
 

 
May 26th NACFOR 2021 Virtual 
Open House - If you missed the 
presentation, or if you would like to 
listen to the presentation and Q&A 
sessions, the video recording of the 
Open House is now available on 
NACFOR’s website. 
https://nakuspcommunityforest.com
/plans/  The role Village of Nakusp 
must play as the main shareholder of 
NACFOR in this process is, to 
continue supporting projects that 
align with regional wildfire 
mitigation goals outlined within our 
CWPP’s while balancing community 
interest/concerns and needs that are 
based on facts and science.  

June 1st – Participated in the Nakusp 
WRR meeting and tour with Grant 
Walton, BC government Resource 
operations manager, Joel Hamilton, 
Wildfire Mitigation Supervisor, Eric 
Wahn, BC government Land & 
Resource coordinator, Jonathan Fox, 
works as Forest Protection 

Technician for Arrow Fire Zone, NACFOR management, village NACFOR representative, and one NACFOR 
board member. This was a highly informative meeting especially with the multi representatives that are 
involved in this wildfire mitigation program, along with hearing their input where the province is 
heading to help prevent wildfire risk reduction. This multi-agency group also explained how other 
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communities/Regional Districts in the province are backing this program, especially example areas like 
Kaslo, NewDenver/Silverton and Slocan. After touring certain areas with this group that were fire 
mitigated like the village park, and two areas proposed still to be fire mitigated by the airport, and near 
the car wash, these proposed WRR efforts around Nakusp were endorsed by the various levels of 
government that attended the meeting. 

Next steps are to plan for a multi-agency public consultation/open house event in September that will 
include all agencies FLNRORD, RDCK, BCWS, Village, NACFOR. Tour proposed/treated areas, provide 
information and visuals on different treatment types, testimonials, and examples of WRR treatments in 
other communities (Kaslo, SiFCo).  

Plan field tour with Box Mtn residents and all agencies and water users following community meeting in 
September. FLNRORD and RDCK to support and work with Nakusp WRR through press releases and 
other communications.  

There is no funding currently to proceed with any plans for unit 6 or unit 7 at this time. 

Still require a hydrologist to complete their findings on unit 6, and unsure when that may be (summer 
possibly)? 

Possibly to consider applying for funding in 2021/22 to hire a WRR coordinator. 

The role Village of Nakusp must play as the main shareholder of NACFOR in this process is, to continue 
supporting projects that align with regional wildfire mitigation goals outlined within our CWPP’s while 
balancing community interest/concerns and needs that are based on facts and science.  

 

June 2nd - Meet with the Provincial 
Agricultural Land Commission – Asked for 
more time to gather more information due to 
staff changeover and other pertinent 
information required.  
  
 
 

 
June 4th – Society for Nakusp 
Community Events meeting- Decision 
for Canada Day Events. Due to current 
Covid-19   provincial guidelines and the 
future unknowns. We will be   celebrating 
with a parade like last year. Step3 
announcement is July 1st – cannot plan the 
unknown!!  



Please STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFO on our Facebook page Society for Nakusp Community Events  
EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO JOIN THE PARADE AND BUSINESSES PLEASE JOIN THE CELEBRATION BY 
DECORATING.   
NEXT YEAR..... 2022 we plan to have a BIG celebration with no restrictions!   
Will require permission/permit from the Village for this year’s parade… 
 
 

 
June 5th – Met with Gary Davidson on 
site who has a vast knowledge of the 
Birds of Nakusp and a columnist to show 
him the possibility of establishing a 
wildlife sanctuary on the village of 
Nakusp lands that encompasses 9.5 
acres. After touring the site with Gary 
who showed myself the migratory bird 
life in this certain area that others 
including himself wish to preserve, I too 
understood the importance to save this 
certain area as a wildlife sanctuary.  

Upon more discussion proposed the idea 
that would not affect the bird life, was to 
build a walkway from the Nakusp boat 
launch to the outer tip of the village 
island and another walkway on the other 

tip to the mainland with a walkway above the ground that would enter the village forest and return to 
Nakusp. Could be used for cyclist and walkers as an extension of our waterfront walkway.  

This discussion included removing our marina, with our breakwaters and extending towards Rothwell 
Points man made rock breakwater. The island would also act as a breakwater for 4 months of the busy 
boating season when the Arrow Lake reservoir is full, and the migratory birds have left and would return 
when the reservoir drops again. This is a long-term vision only that will require a study along with a 
business plan that hopefully entrepreneurs will enhance this opportunity and make into a viable 

business. 

Also once the marina/breakwater is 
moved to the other East side of the BC 
Hydro’s boat launch as per letter; - On 
September 26, 2013 a letter was 
received from the BC Comptroller of 
Water Rights stating: - “It appears that 
the breakwaters provide protection 
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mostly to the marina, and the marina in turn appears to provide protection to the boat launch. The 
marina was not included in the Order to BC Hydro to provide reservoir access hence there is no license 
obligation or their part toward it, 
The above leads me to conclude there currently is no water license requirement by BC Hydro to 
maintain or replace the breakwaters at Nakusp. Should there come a time however when the marina is 
no longer there, BC Hydro would be responsible for providing breakwaters to protect and allow safe 
use of the new boat launch.” 

Glen Davidson, P.Eng. 
Comptroller of Water Rights” 

June 6th, - Met with council and one staff member and toured the Village 9.5-acre lands and 
discussed the meeting with Gary Davidson who stated his support of the vision. 

 

June 11th Attended the Nakusp Secondary School Virtual Graduation ceremony (video 
presentation from Mayor & Council) 

 

Internet speed study underway 

The Internet speed study, announced in March and launched in April, is officially underway. Starting this 
month, TANEx Engineering will focus on assessing the broadband Internet speed discrepancies in BC by 
analyzing numerous sources of related information, in parallel with outreach to self-identified 
communities. 

The purpose of the Internet speed study is to better understand all of the factors contributing to the 
difference between Internet speed data published on the federal government’s National Broadband 
Internet Service Availability Map, and community experiences in BC. 

This study is a collaboration between the provincial Ministry of Citizens’ Services, Northern 
Development Initiative Trust (NDIT), and UBCM. The contract was awarded to TANEx Engineering, which 
has 20+ years of experience planning telecommunications infrastructure in BC, and has worked 
extensively with Indigenous and local governments, as well as provincial and federal counterparts. 

Indigenous and local governments seeking information about the study may contact Reiko Tagami, 
Policy Analyst, UBCM. Watch the Compass for further details on TANEx’s outreach and engagement 
plans. 

Hi Reiko, 
I am writing on behalf of the Mayor and Council of the Village of Nakusp to ensure that Nakusp is 
included in this study.  
  
Nakusp did not qualify for federal funding under the Universal Broadband Fund as it was believed 
mistakenly that the village had comprehensive  50/10 coverage. A recent internet speed testing 
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initiative coordinated by Columbia Basin Trust  however clearly demonstrated that this is not the case, 
and instead showed a very mixed availability of internet speeds, many of them below the 50/10 
threshold. 
Can you confirm that Nakusp will be included in the study being conducted by TANEx? 
  
Thanks and regards, 
  
Andi Gabb 
Hi Andrew, 
  
Thank you for reaching out about the internet speed study, and for the background information about 
internet performance testing recently carried out by Columbia Basin Trust.  
I’m copying Kerri-Anne Thomas from TANEx so that she is aware of our communication. We would ask 
that a staff member or elected official from Nakusp complete the online questionnaire so that TANEx 
has baseline information about the situation in Nakusp. 
  
Link to questionnaire: 
https://form.surveypal.net/Internet-Speed-Study-Questionnaire-1 
  
If TANEx has further questions, they can then follow up with you directly.  
We are still in the process of screening communities/geographic areas that have self-identified to us for 
the study. TANEx will be contacting all questionnaire respondents within the coming weeks to let them 
know whether or not their situation is within the scope of the internet speed study. 
  
Reiko Reiko Tagami, Policy Analyst (she/her) 
Union of BC Municipalities 
 rtagami@ubcm.ca    
604-270-8226 ext. 115 
 
 
Updated Municipal Community Profiles Released  
The Columbia Basin Rural Development Institute (RDI) has released updated community profile reports 
for all 28 municipalities in the Columbia Basin-Boundary Region. These community reports support the 
primary goal of the State of the Basin initiative to provide information for evidence-based decision-
making. The profiles contain detailed community-level data including location, demographics, income, 
housing, labour force, education, quality-of-life, taxation, utilities, business information, and more. The 
profiles make it easy to understand well-being within the community and how conditions compare to 
their regional district and the province as a whole. 
With over 50 indicators exploring economic, environmental, social, and cultural well-being, the 
community profiles can be used by local governments, businesses, community organizations, investors 
and residents to help answer questions.  
 CommunityProfileReport_2020_Nakusp.pdf (stateofthebasin.ca) 
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Sincerely 

Tom Zeleznik, Mayor 

                                                                                 


