
From: John Fraser  
Sent: August 11, 2021 11:43 AM 
To: Tom Zeleznik  
Cc: Linda Tynan  
Subject: Facilities at Nakusp Airport 

AN AIRPORT UPDATE: 

Dear Mayor, and Nakusp Council. 

Several helicopters are currently based at Nakusp Airport, and there is a government official (female) livi
ng on site.   

Facilities available at the airport?  One temporary portable toilet. 

There is no shelter provided except a small tent. There are no 
washing facilities, no permanent toilet, no internet, no telephone or electrical power outlets on site. 
This is less than adequate to accommodate ten or more persons working continuously 
at the airport for 3 months or more during fire season. 

The airport is also used in the winter months for heli-skiing. 
Well heeled patrons have to wait their turn on a snowy airfield with no shelter available and freezing por
table toilets in mid winter.  It is not an inducement to return. 

Helicopters will continue to use the airport as a base because fuel is available there. 
In total the airport is in use for maybe six to eight months of the year by helicopter operations. 

Can the Mayor and Village Council help remedy the situation? 
There have been grants and 
funding available from many levels of government in the past to provide fuel and facilities to attract loca
l business, itinerants fliers and new traffic to local airports.

Fire seasons and heli-skiing 
may well become more frequent in the future, with increased local helicopter activity. 
At a minimum some permanent office space with power, toilets and washing facilities at the airport wou
ld attract operators. 
Expanding the parking area available at the airport would also allow more machines to base there. 

At a minimum basic facilities at the airport would be more attractive to commercial operators. 
Village businesses would also benefit from increased airplane 
arrivals that would otherwise bypass Nakusp as a destination. 

Thank you for your attention. 

Yours Respectfully, 
John Fraser. 

(250-358-2315) 
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August 22, 2021 

Nakusp Village Council 

Proposal for Land Allocation and Conflicting Air Traffic Resolution at Nakusp 
Airport 

With another “fire season” upon us, our airport is once again challenged with 
supporting the much needed and appreciated firefighting aircraft contracted to 
MOFR (Southeast Fire Centre). 

The mix of large helicopters (and associated downwash on takeoff and landing) 
and fixed wing aircraft, hangers, and available apron space needs to be 
addressed.  Previous damage to hanger roofs from helicopter operations required 
mitigation from MOFR resources. 

Fortunately, we have had few interface fires in the immediate vicinity this season, 
which has kept traffic to a minimum, but our airport is still an important resource 
to MOFR Protection Branch. 

Attached, is a photograph depicting all the public (and one private) airports in 
Southern B.C.  For aviators, the picture demonstrates clearly the significance of 
Nakusp’s airport relative to others nearby; there aren’t any!   We live in an area 
surrounded by mountainous terrain in all directions and we are the only option 
for aircraft experiencing  mechanical issues or deteriorating weather.  The 
approaches to both our runways (Rwy 30 and Rwy 12) are unobstructed, and 
although the runways are relatively short, no radical maneuvering is required for 
standard approaches in either direction.  The forced landing and runway incursion 
(vehicle running their dog down the runway) experienced by a Conair Cessna 
Caravan EX while on firefighting operations, demonstrates the clear need for 
having “somewhere to go” in the event of emergency.  (that aircraft sat on our 
apron for 3 weeks waiting for a new engine…..it was less than 500 hours old! 
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Having dedicated space for MOFR Protection Branch aircraft would enhance 
firefighting operations close to home, allow shorter ferry flights for helicopters to 
nearby terrain, and even perhaps allow refueling opportunities for the AT 802 
“FireBoss” amphibious air tankers.  (tankers need long runways if they are loading 
retardant before takeoff) 

As a community, we need to encourage MOFR Protection branch to embrace the 
area as a regional centre for aircraft operations, which in turn should give us 
maximum support when we need it most.  With climate change and the amount 
of potential fuel around us, fire disaster in the near future is a very real possibility.  
Let’s give ourselves a fighting chance by having infrastructure that can support 
these emergency services when they are needed most. 

I encourage Nakusp Village Council and MOFR Protection Branch to actively seek a 
solution that will benefit all of us, by creating a new dedicated space for MOFR 
helicopter/aircraft staging at our airport that doesn’t conflict with or minimize 
current airport infrastructure. 

Sincerely, 

Ken France (pilot, hanger, and aircraft owner at Nakusp Airport)

 



Ken France (pilot, hanger and aircraft owner)
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