
  

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

Council is just completing the second year of a four-year term.  During 
the first year we had a strategic planning meeting to set goals to guide 
us through the four-year term.  Council has reviewed the four year plan 
and the updated priorities are included in this newsletter. 

In the fall of 2014 CBT started working with the community to help us 
determine priorities for our community and to help us find a way to 
move forward economically and socially.  The meetings are referred to 
as the Common Agenda meetings and to date we have received support 
from CBT on a number of issues.   They have funded our Trails Master-
plan (which is in the works and are looking at a spring completion) as 
well as provision of funding for the Old Fire Hall Collective for their 
kitchen.   CBT is working on helping us with our Downtown Revitaliza-

tion and brought Jim Mountain, Mainstreet Boost, to our community in June to meet with commu-
nity members and students on what we see for our downtown.  They have also supported a Seekers 
Media workshop for 40 community members to help with our marketing of our area. 

In April of 2015 we held the Association of Kootenay Boundary Municipality meetings in Nakusp and 
had approximately 200 people come to Nakusp for 3 days.  We showcased Nakusp and our success-
ful infrastructure projects as well as ensuring that the delegates went into our restaurants and busi-
nesses. 

We instituted a curbside recycling in 2014 and in the fall of 2015 the RDCK recycling was moved to 
the landfill.  This resulted in our being able to maintain a successful curbside pickup.  On behalf of 
council, thank you to the residents who use this program.  

Once again we received our Fair Trade designation and a big thank-you to the students at Nakusp 
Secondary School who have worked with me on this committee.  We were the first town in BC to 
receive this designation and the 4th in Canada.  I feel it is important that we continue to support this 
program. 

The Interior Health accepted the $100,000 grant from the West Kootenay Boundary Hospital Board 
to pay for the Architecture drawings for upgrades to the Arrow Lakes Emergency Room and visiting 
physician’s rooms.  We look forward to renovations in the near future. 

We welcome our new physician, Dr. Oyetola to Nakusp and his family.  We hope they will enjoy all 
that we offer as a community. 

Thank-you to everyone who took the time to complete our survey on the downtown – it will help us 
with our downtown revitalization process.  The comments were reviewed by council and manage-
ment and we will take them under consideration as part of our ongoing effort to better serve our 
residents. 

In 2015, we saw new life breathed into the Kinsmen Centre.  The Options for Sexual Health, Nakusp 
and Area Youth Society and the Arts council move into a newly renovated building.  We also saw the 
old fire hall remodelled and become the Old Fire Hall Collective where there are again partnerships 
formed.   

We welcomed the first Medieval Days in Nakusp in 2015 and a great job again in 2016. The Camaro 
Run returned again in 2016 as well as Kootenay Sufferfest.   

Nakusp volunteers participated with Castlegar to set a new world record of planting 202,935 trees in 
one hour.  We have received two dividend cheques from Nakusp and Area Community Forest and 
part of that funding was used towards the Arena Roof project repair.   

Council is aware that the community is in transition and we are doing our best to be open and look 
at solutions for issues arising.  As is human nature, lots of rumours fly around our community.   

Please feel free to contact the office or council if you have concerns. It is important that we hear 
from  you.   
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Council is proud to support all these progressive projects that improve our life and our community.   
Thank you to each and every volunteer in our community for making Nakusp the place it is today. 

  is a time to celebrate! 

Canada’s 

150th Anniversary 

Nakusp’s 

125th Birthday 
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ARENA ROOF 

The Arena Roof Replacement Project is nearing 
completion and is coming in under budget.  As 
of the end of October, the roof membrane has 
been completed and other then detail work, 
this portion of the project is complete.  The En-
trance Canopy is also nearing completion and 
we expect to be using the Lobby Entrance in 
mid-November.  The $584,000 project was 
funded in part by a $350,000 grant from Colum-
bia Basin Trust.   

NAKUSP RAIL SOCIETY 

This group of dedicated community volunteers 
was successful in bringing a Caboose and Snow 
Plow to Nakusp.  These volunteers have fund-
raised over $25,000 to acquire and transport the 
units to their home at the Community Park.  This energetic group is currently working diligently to restore these histori-
cal artifacts and has big plans for the future.  Well done. 

LIGHT UP THE WATERFRONT 

The Rotary Club’s “Light Up the Waterfront 
Project” is nearing completion and will be 
ready for the Christmas Season.  This project 
will be a definite asset to our beautiful Wa-
terfront and our kudos to Rotary for under-
taking this worthwhile community project.  
Stay tuned for an upcoming grand opening 
for the project.  

TRAILS MASTER PLAN 

Brent Harley & Associates have been chosen as the consultants for the Trails Master Plan and will soon be engaging 
with the Trail Stakeholders and our community and region.  Public Open Houses will be held in Nakusp, Burton/
Fauquier, and Edgewood to ensure all citizens have an opportunity to provide input for the plan. The Trails Master Plan 
will be completed in the spring of 2017 and is funded by a $50,000 grant from Columbia Basin Trust. 

HOT SPRINGS 

The Nakusp Hot Springs, Chalets & 
Campgrounds are enjoying another 
banner year in terms of visitors and 
revenue generation.  New roofs were 
installed on both the Hot Springs 
building and the Chalets in 2015 and 
2016.  We have received a $10,000 
grant from the BC Rural Dividend Pro-
gram to complete a Marketing & 

Tourism Action Plan for the Hot Springs.  The deadline for completion of the plan is February 2017. 
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PRV STATION 

Following multiple water line breaks and recommendations from the 
Kerr Wood Leidal Water Loss Management Plan of 2013, the Village 
decided to install a new Pressure Reducing Valve Station (PRV Station) 
in the rural area known as Sleepy Hollow.  Typically static water pres-
sures in this area ranged from 100 – 140 psi, which contributed to the 
premature failure of water distribution infrastructure.  Total project 
costs were estimated at $250,000.  A grant in the amount of $165,000 
was secured to contribute towards the project. 

On September 4, 2015 the RFP was awarded to WSA Engineering of 
Castlegar.  The building was constructed by Venture Mechanical and 
consists of rigid insulation with metal on both sides.  The electrical in-
stallation was completed by Bergevin Electric.  The project was completed and commissioned in April, 2016. 

SOURCE PROTECTON PLAN & ERP 

In 2014, the Village undertook a Groundwater Protection Plan for its wells, drafted by Golder Associates.  In order to 
comply with IHA Conditions on Permit for 
the Village Water System, a Source Water 
Protection and Emergency Response Plan 
were also required.  Following a Request for 
Quotations process, a contract was awarded 
to Austin Engineering Ltd, of $16,400.   

Currently, the project will be completed on 
time and on budget.  Finalization of this Plan 
will result in 100% compliance with the IHA 
Conditions on Permit, for the first time ever.  
Additionally, the Plan will clearly identify 
risks to our surface water sources, make rec-
ommendations how to minimize risks, and 
will implement emergency measures associ-
ated with each hazard. 

NELSON AVENUE WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT  

This year the Village proceeded with a Capital Project 
to replace 175 meters of aged 2” galvanized water 
main on Nelson Avenue, with new 6” PVC.  Brenton 
Industries Ltd. was awarded the contract in the 
amount of $37,901, plus GST. The project is now com-
plete. 

BEFORE 

WATER SMART AMBASSADOR 

The first year of the CBT WaterSmart Ambassador came to a success-
ful end.  Matt Fry from New Denver did a splendid job of communi-
cating the Village’s watering regulations and goals for water reduc-
tion.  He distributed dozens of hose timers, composters, etc.  This 
program did seem to positively impact peak water usage by reducing 
the number of watering infractions. 

AFTER 
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SNOW REMOVAL 

Please help our crews plow and remove snow as efficiently as possible by 
observing the following guidelines: 

Vehicles and trailers should not be parked on roads and boulevards.  They 
make snow removal very difficult and can be towed in accordance with the 
Street and Traffic bylaw; 

Snow from private property should not be pushed onto roadways; 

Sidewalk snow removal is the responsibility of the adjacent owner/

occupier; and Village crews do not remove windrows from across driveways.              We appreciate your cooperation,  

                                                                                                                  patience and understanding! 

GARBAGE FACTS 

In order for residential garbage to be picked up, the following conditions must be 
met: 

- Garbage must be placed in Village Garbage Bags that are tied and do not exceed 
23 kgs in weight.  These bags are available for purchase at most retail stores.  
Single bags may be purchased from: Carson’s Corner, Home Hardware, Valley 
Foods, and the Village Office.  Cost of the bags includes the fee for the service, so 

no annual garbage bills are generated and residents may put out as many bags as they like; 

- Bags must be stored, at all times before collection, on the occupier’s property in a fashion that keeps them inaccessible to animals 
and impervious to weather; 

- Bags are to be placed out on the street adjacent to the resident’s property and must not be placed out before 7 am on the sched-
uled collection day. 

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE FOR GARBAGE: 

For holidays falling on a Friday – pick up will be on the Thursday prior. 

For holidays falling on a Monday or Wednesday – pick up will be on the next regular business day. 

Public Works    250-265-3556 

Arena     250-265-4500 

Hot Springs, Chalets    250-265-4528 

and Campground           1-866-999-4528 

RECYCLING 

Participation in the Curbside Recycling Program continues to increase.  In 2015, the average monthly volume was 975 kg.  In 2016, 
we are looking at an average volume of 1695 kg every two weeks.  Thank you to all residents for their cooperation and participa-
tion. 

Also, there is a glass Recycling Bin located on the lot next to the Village Office 91 – 1st Street NW. Don’t forget the plastic bottle 
recycling trailer adjacent to the glass recycling bin.  Proceeds from the plastic bottles support our local youth. 
 

Upcoming Pick Up Dates: December 8 & 22 

   January 5 & 19 

Visit www.nakusp.com or RecyclingInBC.ca for a list of accepted products. 
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Nakusp Council (from left to right) : 

Coun. Tobey, Coun. Mueller, Mayor Hamling, Coun. Zeleznik, Coun. Heppner 

http://www.nakusp.com

